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gossip heneath the arcades of Saint Mark. Venice was
very full. The old city had determined to give its visitors
a good reception, and in its own characteristic way to mingle
festivity, fireworks, and boat-racing with the more prosaic
business of the men of science. That business, moreover,
was to be spread over a fortnight, thus giving a good oppor-
tunity of noting how, in Italian fashion, a congress of savans
was held. Owing to the arrangement of having different
meeting-hours for the sections, a listener could hear all that
took place in more of the rooms than one. Availing him-
self of this advantage, Murehison, after attending the small
but select reunion of geologists, and taking part in its pro-
ceedings, could mingle with the geographers, or listen to the
papers on agriculture and mechanics, or put his head into
the doorway of the doctors and apothecaries, whom he again
found to muster strong as they had done at Christiania.

One amusing incident of the meeting arose out of a
discussion among the geographers and antiquarians regard-
ing the ancient large round map of the world by IFra Mauro,
which hangs in the Palace of the Doges. The question as to
the exact extent of the Frate's geographical knowledge had
branched out into arguments on the old Phoenician voyages,
the early discoveries of the Scandinavians, and kindred sub-
jects. One point of doubt and debate centred in " a vessel
supposed to be painted on the sea near the rim of this vast
round map, and therefore to the south of the Cape of Good
Hope, which would prove that the Phoenicians, or some other
people, had really rounded the Cape long before the time of
Vasco da Gama, whose voyage was forty years subsequent to
the map of Fra Mauro. . . . After all this eloquence, a doubt
was suggested if there really was a ship painted at the end
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